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EDITORIAL 


During its first 
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Is Increasing more and 
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The endemie anarchy of computer 
present and it is near impossible to e 
simple reasons at least. 
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Computer UFO 
11 researchers 
ogy. Readership 
thè matter is 

ions is stili 
t for two very 


- Firstly, there are too many kinds of PC having diffe^^ 
rent powers and no compatibi1ity among them: ufologists 
have been led to write their own database customized 
for their machine, without any relation with other PC. 
Our enthusiasm for thè new technologies can be dange- 
rous, because it leads us to waste precious resources. 
Even worse, this has produced programs or applications 
having completely different format, so that a possible 
exchange of data (via modem or RS232) is impossible or 
nearly. 


- Secondly, ufologists are hobbysts, often isolated one 
from thè other. This lack of contact and thè amateuri,5h 
character of their work prevent an actual set of stan- 
dards. 


An improvement of thè situation is possible: it is enough 
that as many as possible researchers used a PC-IBM or a 
compatible machine, which is thè present de-facto market 
standard. In such a perspective, thè use of common database and 
record format would be much more reliable. But there is always 
thè problem of thè cost of these computerà, even though prices 
are sufficiently low at moment. We think it is useless to invite 
CUFON readers again in purchasing a MS-DOS machine when they'll 
change computer. To reach a good number of ufologists employing 
thè same PC and software would be a remarkable result; 
unfortunately, we cannot hope in a complete integration. 

In any case it isn't possible to think to carry out serious 
and professional processing works on eight-bits computers: there 
are too limits in storing and processing of data. They can be 
used simply to digit cases inside a database and, eventually, to 
carry out some very simple analyses or sorts. When thè file will 
be ready, a transfer of data from thes« machines to a 16-bits PC 
(or even a 32-bits in thè near future, when prices will drop 
enough) will be possible through a common RS232 interface. XT, 
AT or, even better, thè new "386" computers are able to process 
large files in reduced times by sophisticated software tools. 

CUFON Volume 2 issue one is coming out very late against thè 
scheduled release (dune 1987): time necessary to prepare its 
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final draft has neen enormous and your editor has so little spare 
time ! This was just one of thè reasons of thè publlcation of 
only two Issues per year: we beg our appreclated readers to 
excuse future delays, which, unduobtly, will take place. 

All papers publlshed on "The Computer UFO Newsletter" are 
now available on thè new "UFO B.B.S." (see elsewhere in this same 
issue), thè new Bulletin Board System exclusively devoted to 
ufology, as texL flles. Of course thè service is free of charge. 

This is thè first issue of CUFON composed entlrely by a PC 
IBM compatible machine (AMSTRAD PC1512, now owned by thè Editor) 
and by thè popular Wordstar. We think that press quality is a 
little bit more good than before, but we are planning to employ 
other more sophisticated word-processor (like "Word 3") or even a 
desktop publishing software to give a quite professional look to 
thè Newsletter without wasting further time. 

We stili invite all readers to send conimeiìts, opinions and 
criticisms about thè publlshed articles, as well as to produce 
some originai articles about what they bave done in ufology by 
their own computer. Proposals of studies to be started could be 
interesting too. Moreover, if you see originai articles about 
(even possible) uses of computerà in UFO research on any kind of 
magazines, please inform us. We always look forward to promote 
such appi icat ions, inviting authors to pr.epare texts for CUFON. 


Unfortunately, 
readers’ help. 

A last 
Computerizzata" 
above mentloned 
thè storing of 


we cannot know everything, so that we need 


word about thè Italian "Rete Ufologica 
(Computer UFO Network). Besides startlng thè 
"UFO B.B.S.", It has completed thè first step in 
Italian UFO sightings casuistry. More than 4,500 
entries relating to 92 Italian provinces are now available in 
Commodore and PC IBM formata (thè latter as dBase III files) and, 
beyond thè necessary long editing work (including a continuous 
integration with new cases), some projects of prellminary 
statistica! analyses bave been started. We think that an unformal 
organlzation like R.U.C. should be founded in most countrles 
where PCs are quite common among people: all what is necessary is 
a coordlnator and a little of time and will. Publishing a small 
bulletin is an excellent means to keep in touch with thè network 
members, Informing them about what has already been done and what 
should be produced in thè future. Storing of thè national 
casuistry (uslng a common database sent to all partlclpiants) and 
typewritlng of texts (by a common word processor) for thè 
national UFO group magazine could be thè first two alms of thè 
new organlzation. Results could 
people would be able to give their 
"ufology": moreover, you could 

interested both in computerà and 
place in Italy 
that R.U.C. is 


Italiano Studi 
network aren’t 
teach anything. 


be very interesting and many 
small personal contrlbution to 
lnvoj.ve in thè matter people 
ufology. All this has taken 
durlng thè last year and a half: it really seems 
thè most valid and working proJect of thè Centro 


Ufoligicl (C.I.S.U.), even though members of thè 
necessarily CISU members. We don't pretend to 
but if someone is interested in more Information 


about our Italian experience, please feel free to contact us = 
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A SELECTION OF AVAILABLE UFO SOFTWARE 


The folloiA/ing is an updated list of availabie "UFO" 
software through our Service, with aileged prices: there is also a 

section for print-outs produced by most of these programs. If 
interested, please supply money only by an International Postai Money 
□rder payable to thè Editor: for expeditions via air mail of software 

please add 4,000 Italian lire. If two or more programs can be stored on 
a single disc. please cut E5*X from thè sum of their prices. 



P = Program F = File D = Disk T = Tape 


^^□FTWARE 


1 P/F i 

1 D/T 1 

1 PRICE 1 

COMMODORE 64 






COMPITACAT package (three long series of 
special programs devoted to presentation and 
catalogue of Italian close encounters, trace 
cases and explained C.E. Good graphics. In 
English, with written instructions.) 


P/F 


ia ,000 

15,000 


ITACAT manuscript (six disk sides of "Easy 
Script" files about thè whole 500 oages or so 
opera, including introduction, abstracts and 
comments- In Italian.) 


36,000 


Beo database (special powerful database for 
thè Storage of cases - under thè form of 
all fundamental data and sources - on thè 
ground of province/county files. It is used by 
|G .I .S.U. for thè Storage on computer of thè 
Btalian casuistry. In English. Release 3.3) 


10,000 

8,000 


UFO DATABASE ITALIAN FILES (about 90 
preliminary provincial files relating to over 
4,500 sightings. To be used in connection with 
UFO DATABASE. Two full disk sides.) 


E0,000 


S.D.P. - Sighting Data Processing (program 
devoted to calculation of many different 
parameters “ including strangeness/credibi1ity 
degree - involved in a UFO sighting. 
Interesting for all investigators.) 


10,000 
8,000 














UFO SUPERBASE 64 (SUPERBASE version of thè I I I 

UFO Database Italian Files. Enlarged version asI F I D I 20,000 

regards sources. Two full disk sides.) I ! I 


ITACAT DEMO (demo version of thè nice database I ! I 

at top of this list, with related file. I P/F I D I 10,000 

Excellent for conferences and meetings. ) III 


ITACAT STATISTIC GRAPHS DEMO (a really fine I I I 

program showing - after a "presentation" - a I I I 

series of tables and graohs about statistica! I P I D/T I 10,000 

analyses of temporal and geographic parameters I I I 

of thè ITACAT sample, Fully coloured. In III 

English language. No operator is necessary.) I I I 


C-I-S-U. GRAPHIC DEMOS (two nice demo programs I I I 

to be shown to public: thè first explaining I ' ! I 

UFQs, Ufology, alleged questione and sightings I I I 

in Italy, while thè second oresentinq news I P I D/T I 10.000 

about Centro Italiano Studi Ufologici, its I I I 

research porjects and pub 1ications. Both in I I I 

Italian. Useful as example for customized worksI I I 

able to be translated in thè own language and I I I 

edited for specific aims.) I I I 


TASCAT (TASmanian CATalogue of more than 200 I I I 

UFO events stored in a special database. The 1 I I 

program and its files are provided with I P/F I D I 10,000 

written instructions and notes about thè origini I I 

of thè work and brief statistica! analyses. I I 1 

UJritten by Paul Jackson of T . U . F . 0 . I . C . ) I I I 


UFODOC (a Dutch/Be1gian database of sightings I I I 

of unusual aerial phenomena, including their I P/F I D/T I 10,000 

own sources. Available a preliminary file with 1 I I 

about 200 stored events. Uiritten bv thè Dutch I I I 

UFO researcher Henry Kampherbeek . ) I l I 


COMMODORE 120 


I ITACAT 128 (complete SUPERBASE 128 file devotedi I I 

I to all Italian close encounters - 480 events - l F I D I 15,000 

I with all fundamental data and sources- A full I I I 

Ifloppydisc.) I ! ! 


1 TRACAT 128 2* ITACAT N 128 (complete SUPERBASE I I 1 

I files devoted to all Italian trace cases ~ 180 I F I D I 15,000 

I events - and explained landings - 100 cases -.1 I I 

I A full floppy disc.) III 



















ITACAT STATISTIC PROGRAM (a first program able I 
to process frequency distributions for all thè I 
data stored in ITACAT databases. It is able to I P 
produce also specific files, then processed by I 
a second statistic program. I 


UFO DATABASE 1S8 (release 5.0 of thè database I 
used to store Italian casuistry: see above, '*1 P 
version for C-64. 80 columns dÌE.play, with I 

Windows and a lot of new options, including thel 
direct creation of regional files. Actually I 

very interesting. I 


UFO DATABASE STATISTIC PROGRAM (it is able 
to process frequency distributions for all thè 
data stored in each provincial file, producing 
global or specific statistics. Results are 
shown under thè form of tables, that can be 
saved. By an option it is possible* to see all 
such tables on a single 80 columns screen. A 
second program is able to process specific 
frequency distributions. 


P 


D 


D 


D 


15,000 


10,000 


15,000 


SPECTRUM 48 K 


I S.D.P. - Sightings Data Processing (version of IP I D I 10,000 I 
I thè Commodore 64 originai program; in English) I ITI 7,000 I 


APPLE Ile 


I UFOBANK (special database program for thè sto- I I 

I rage of a national casuistry on provincial/ I I 

I county base. Powerful software able to produce I P/F I D 

I statistics and graphs. Supplied with available I I 

I Italian files, ie more than 1300 cases at I I 

I moment. In English, written for Apple Ile, Ile I I 

I and - in a more sophisticated version - IIGS) I I 

I ITACAT (version of thè originai C-64 software, I P/F I D 

I but only with database and related file, plus I I 

I thè same fields of ITACAT 188. For Apple Ile.) I I 


20,000 


10,000 





















ITACAT N (version of thè originai 
but only with database and related 
Apple Ile.) 


C-64 software 
file. For 


P/F 


D 


TRACAT (version of thè 
but only with database 
Apple Ile.) 


originai C-64 software 
and related file. For 


P/F 


D 


U.A.O. (P.F.S. file of thè Portoguese catalogue 
of UFO sigthings, established by researcher 
Victor Lourenco. Each entry contains a lot of 
data, from 1917 to today.) 


CATHUM (P.F.S. file of thè whole Iberic 
entity cases catalogue originally written by 
C.J.Monteiro and translated on computer by V. 
Lourenco. A very interesting source of Infor¬ 
mation with a lot of data.) 



□VNIQUE (P.F.S. file of UFO sightings Kappened 
in thè Canadian province of Quebec, established 
by Marc Patry. In French.) 


10,000 


10,000 


8,000 


8,000 


8,000 


I 


I 

I 

I 




I 

I 

I 


I 

I 


PC IBM 


SUIECAT (very interesting computerized catalogue 
of Swedish sightings, particularly of 1946 
famous "ghost rockets". Preliminary version 
with 1,692 records, processed by well-known 
Swedish researcher Anders Liljegren. Available 
as dB III file.) 


F 


D 


PORTUCAT (Worstar file with description of 
Portoguese UFO sightings, including thè 
famous Fatima incident taken place in 1917. 


F 


D 


PC-UFOBANK (IBM version of thè originai Apple 
program for thè storing of Italian generai UFO 
casuistry. Related files available on request) 


P/F 


D 


ITACAT, ITACAT N and TRACAT version for PC-IBM 
are being prepared under thè form of dBase III 
app1ications. 


P/F 


D 


ITACAT MANUSCRIPT (IBM version of thè originai 
Commodore one. Three discs with Wordstar files 
about Verga's 500-page opera. In Italian. 


10,000 


10,000 


10,000 


15,000 

each 































I PC-UFO DATABASE (IBM version of thè originai I I I 

I Commodore software for thè storing and I I I 

I processing of Italian provinces casuistry. I F I D I 30,000 

I Available data about 90 or so provinces, under I I I 

I thè form of dBase III app1ications. I I I 


IBM 34/36 


ARGENCAT (detailed catalogue of ArgentAnian I I I 

landing cases, which have been entered in codedI, I I 

form. The complete codebook is enclosed in thè I I I 

disk, as well as a statistica! routine to printl P/F I D 1 20,000 

tables, graphs and pie-charts. Updated till thè I 1 I 

first months of 1985, in Spanish language. The I I I 

same disk includes a detailed mail list of ! I I 

South American UFO groups and studente.* I I I 

Authored by Guillermo Roncoroni, of C.I.U.) I I I 


ARGENCAT Vers. 1981 (as above, with statistic I P/F I D I 16,000 
analyses but without graphs.) I I I 


A.F.U. WORKS (files produced by Swedish leadingi I I 

group AFU and ite leader A.Liljegren about: I I I 

1 # preliminary catalogue of 1946 "ghost I P/F 1 D I 18,000 

rockets". Ili 

2 # mail list of Scandinavian/internationa1 I _ I I 

groups/students. I I I 

3 # codebook of UFO phenomena pecu1iarities. I I I 

Partly in Swedish language, but comprehensib1e I I I 

to anyone.) III 


*******************-jf ******^*** 


PRINT-QUTS 

0 = Originai Copy P = Photocopy 


I DESCRIPTION 


I 0/P I PRICE I 


I UFO DATABASE (list of Italian sightings per province.I P I ask 

I At moment, about 90 different liste can be made I I 

I available. Pages differ considerably from a province I I 

I to another: please ask for prices, if interested.) I I 





















I ITACAT (list of Italian 480 landings cases drawn from 
I thè Superbase 188 version, sorted in chronological 
I order. They include also thè reference number of thè 
I originai manuscript. Sorted liste (for example CE 8 
I or CE 3 cases) are available on request, together 
I with thè complete one.) 


I ITACAT XL (as above, but enlarged version including 
I all Italian and foreign sources for each case. A 
I really complete reference-work.) 


I TRACAT (list of Italian 180 or so trace cases, 
I structured as ITACAT.) 


I ITACAT N (list of Italian explained landings, about 
I 100 cases, structured as ITACAT.) 


I UFO BANK (nice list of about 1,000 Italian cases 
I happened in thè Tuscania region. Various sorted liste 
I as well as many graphs and pie charts are included.) 


I U.A.O. (list of Portoguese sightings with a brief 
I summary for each case.) 


I OVNIQUE (list of Quebec UFO sigghtings. A brief 
I abstract for each case is included.) 


I HUMCAT (list of entity cases from thè Iberic 
I peninsula, with a brief summary for each case.) 


I TASCAT (list of Tasmanian 800 or so UFO sigthings 
I with some coded information. A simple codebook and 
I statistics are included.) 


I ARGENCAT (list of Argentinian landings, including I 

I codebook and South American UFO mail list. 1981 I 0 

I version shows also some tables and statistics.) I 


I ARGENCAT GRAPHS TABLES (nice bar and pie-charts, 
I with statistics about Argentinian landings.) 


I MATERIAL FROM A.F.U. (list of 1946 "ghost rockets", I 
I Scandinavian and International mail list, codebook I 0 
I for UFO phenomena pecu1iarities.) I 


P 


8,500 


P 


P 


P 


P 


8,000 


1,000 


1,000 


18,000 


P 


P 


P 


P 


5,000 


5,000 


7,000 


8,500 


P 


16,000 


8,000 


10,000 


Updated to July 1987 
******************** 




















THE ASTRO-METEOROLOGICAL HYPOTHESIS 
POR UFO REPORTS ' 


by Steuart Campbell 


Since UFO reports are mainly reports of luminous ob'/ects in 
thè sky Occam's Razor dem.ands t*hat we o^amine thè pcssibility 
that thè reports are stimulated by thè luminous objects already 
knoiA/n to be in thè nigh sky: astronomica! objects 1 

It is well known, for example, that thè planet Venus is 
responsible for very many UFO reports and that man/ people don’t 
recognize thè bright planets when they see them_ Many do noe know 
thè difference between a star and a planet and often do not 
realize thè true distance of these objects- Whefi thè astronomica! 
bodies are near thè horizon they are usually perceived as being 
closer and perhaps objects in thè landscape. Uihen thè full moon 
is seen at low altitude it seems larger because of thè operation 
of a subjective phenomenon called size constancy (thè Moon il~ 
lusion) in which thè size of a distant object is perceived as 
larger than its true angular size- The brain perform this 
operation because it assumes that thè Moon is an object in thè 
landscape and all such distant objects are enlarged- Conversely, 
thè size of very close objects is reduced. Conseguenti'/ 
astronomica! objects seen near thè horizon are often not 
recognized and seen larger than they really are. 

A second subjective phenomenon affeets perception of 
astronomica! objects and this is autokinesis (thè autokinetic 
illusion). A star or any bright light in complete or near 
darkness will appear to Zander about in a curious erratic manner 
over a range of severa! degrees of are, sometimes oscillating 
backiA/ards and forwards. The cause of this illusion has been in 
dispute but it is now thought to be due to conflicting messages 
from thè eye muscles to thè brain- This illusion ia/ìII be seen for 
all thè stars and planets, but especially if one is seen in 
isolation- Low altitude stars and planets may also appear to 
approach or recede due to changes in brightness ("gamma" 
movement). They may also exhibit trans1ationa1 movement when seen 
through thin gast-moving clouds ("induced" movement). 

All astronomica! bodies seen from thè surface of thè Earth 
are viewed through thè Earth’s atmosphere which distorte thè 
image in various ways. At low altitude this distortion is at a 
maximum- Norma! distortion takes two forms. One is seinti11ation 
( tiAi i nk 1 i ng ) , a rapid fluctuation in thè leve! of light intensity 
due to turbulence in thè atmosphere- This is most marked at low 
altitude, so much so that some stars may appear to be flashing on 
and off as if signalling. The other norma! distortion is 
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re'fraction, thè change in direction of light due to thè varying 
density of the atmosphere - Refraction ca^uses us to see any star 
below thè zenith at a position which is actually higher than its 
trae position. But thè light of stare consiste of many different 
frequencies and different frequencies are refracted to different 
extents (as in a prism). Red light is refracted to a lesser 
extent than blue light. Consequent1y, a low altitude star can 
display various colours, notably blue and red, thè spectral 
extremes. Qn average thè blue image should be above thè red 
image, but seinti11 ation can disturb thè images and cause 
different colours to aooear one after thè other, 

At night most of us are myopic (without optical 
see out-of-focus images of stars (even thè Meon). 
circumstances thè naturai astigmatism of thè eye causes 
planets to appear to have rays, sometimes even beams. 

Sometimes astronimical objects suffer abnormal 
by thè atmosphere. This usuaily takes thè form of a mirage of thè 
object. A mirage is not an illusioni it is a reai image of a 
distant object but subject to abnormal refraction. The refraction 
is usually due to a strong temperature gradient (thermoc1ine) in 
thè atmosphere. Mere 'a* e are only concerned with a su peri or mirage 
caused by temperature inversion, lAihere lAiarm air untypically lies 
over a layer of cold air. Such inversione can form in cairn 
lAieather, often in valleys or over lA^ater. A mirage can be enlarged 
(due to a lens effect) causinq a previously insiqnificant object 
to become very obvious (just as a lighthouse lens turns thè light 
of a small lamp into a huge beam). The enlarged image can appear 
fragmented or stippled. In thè piane of thè inversion thè image's 
brigntness can increase fourfoìo tdue to an interference effect) 
and thè brightness can fluctuate rapidi y. There is usually more 
than one image in a mirage, adjacent images being inverted one to 
thè other. Inverted images can have varying separation and may 
even merge with a horizontal line betiA^een them (see Fig. 1). The 
latter arrangement form thè classic appearance of a "flying 
saucer": tl/^jO soup boiA^ls one placed upside doiA/n on thè other 1 



FIGURE 



up^iyh^ iinaye 




invert’ed imaye 


Diagrams shoi^ing how thè ti^o images of an astronomica! body in a 
mirage can appear «Ajith different separation. The images iiiay even 
merge to form a classic '’flying saucer". 
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Seinti11 ation and refraction effeets can add to thè atrange 
appearance of such a mirage. ("lag n i f i c a t i on and/or thè increase in 
brightness of thè ìfmage of a star or a planet in a mirage can 
make it visible even in daylight [ Stars may be d i s t i nou i shed by 
rays or colour separation, while planets wiil tend to show a 
doublé hemisphere- Objects below thè horizon can be visible due 
to super—refraction of light around thè surface of thè Earth and 
a type of mirage called thè Novaya Zemlya effect can duct light 
from hundreds of kilometres. 


TKr 


and thè brightest stars. f^ercury is rarely a stimulus but Venus, 
f^ars , Jupiter and Saturn bave all been such stimuii. How Venus 
was responsible for thè Livingston UFO report is sxplained in my 
article "Livingston: a new hypothesis" (JOURNAL OF TRANSIENT 
AERIAL PHENONENA, September 1986, pp. 80-37). The twenty 
brightest stars are listed in Table 1 (in order of brightness): 
all bave been implicated in UFO reports. Occasiona11y, bright 
terrestrial objects, such as lights or snow-covered mountains can 
be thè object of mirages and cause UFO reports. The 19^7 Arnold 
report was caused by mirages of nine mountain peaks \ 


TABLE 1 


LIST OF FIRST NAGNITUDE STARS — 


NAME 

APPARENT 
MAGNITUDE 

POSITION 

R. A. 

IN 2000 

DEC. 

S i r i US 

-1.47 

6h45.1 

-16^42 

Canopus 

-0.71 

6h23.9 

-52^42 

Alpha Centauri 

-0,1 

14h40.0 

-60''51 

Are turUS 

-0.00 

14hl5.7 

19^ 12 

Vega 

0.03 

I3h36.9 

38^^47 

R i ge 1 

0.03 

5h14.6 

- 8° 12 

Cape Ila 

0.09 

5hl6.7 

46^00 

Procyon 

0.34 

7h39.4 

5^ 14 

Achernar 

0.49 

lh37.7 

-57^ 14 

Beta Centauri 

0.61 

Ì4h03.3 

-60^22 

A 11 a i r 

0.75 

19h50.7 

3052 

A 1debaran 

0.73 

4h35.9 

16^31 

A1pha Crucis 

0.80 

12h 26.6 

-63°06 

Bete 1geuse 

0.35 

5h55.2 

7 ° 24 

Ant ares 

0.92 

16h29.5 

-26^26 

Sp i c a 

0.93 

13h25.2 

1 

0 

Poi lux 

1.15 

7h45.4 

23^02 

Poma 1haut 

1.16 

22h57.6 

-E9<^37 

Deneb 

1.26 

20h41.4 

45^17 

Beta Crucis 

1.23 

I2h47.7 

-59 ^41 
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cause 


To determine (A^hether or not an astronomica! body is thè 
of a UF(D repqrt it is necessary to knoi^^ some data quite 


location and 


The three 
d i ree tion. 


essential parameters are date/time, 


( 1 ) 


DATE/TIME. 


Bec ause 
dependent one 
seen. Because 
c o nver t locai 

must be made 
time shif t s. 
allowance is 
different from 


thè position of an astronomica! body is time- 
must know exactly lA^hen an unidentified object was 
astronomy employs GMT (UT) it is a 1 so necerssary to 
time ( if locai time is not UT) in UT. Al’lo'^jance 
for different time zones and for daylight saving 
Care must be taken when converting to UT that 
made for thè possibility that thè date in UT is 
thè date in locai time. 


(2) LOCATION. 

It is necessary to knoi^^ thè approximate location of thè 
observer of an undidentified object. Normally it is essential to 
express this location in terms of longitude and latitude. If thè 
observer is above sea level allol/^^ance must be made for thè 
consequent depression of thè horizon. 


(3) DIRECTION. 

Because they do not think in terms of thè ANH observers 
often do not give thè direction (azimuth) of thè unidentified 
object. Ideally, both thè altitude (angle of elevation) and 
azimuth (hearing) are required for identification, but thè 
azimuth is thè most essential- Observers' estimate of altitude 
and azimuth can be i^^ildly inaccurate and some objective 
assessrnent is necessary- r-iititude is Trequerttiy exaggei”ated- 


Ulith thè above data a check can be made on a report of an 
object in thè sky. For thè brightest stars a simple check can be 
made by using a rotating star chart set for thè appropriate date 
and (locai) time. Unfortunate 1y, these charts are manufactured 
for a few latitudes and they do not cover thè whole Earth. There 
are published tables of thè positions of thè stars and planets 
but these are difficult to interpret (position being gi^'^en in 
right ascension and dec1ination). It is much easier and quicker 
today to use an astronomica! program for a home computer, 
provided that it will give altitude and azimuth. The program 
should be able to accept thè parameters listed above and give thè 
altitude and azimuth of thè Sun, Moon naked-eye planets and thè 
twenty brightest stars. I use such a program (^) for a 4SK 
Spectrum which will also give other useful astronomica! data 
(e.g. magnitudes). 

If a correspondence is found 
thè program data it is most likely ' 
was thè body in auestion or a miraqe 
many reports can be identified by 


between thè report data and 
hat thè unidentified object 
of it. It is surprising how 
this method- The AMH can 


explain very many UFO 


and much else besides. 


() SKYCALC (available from Gerald 
Edinburgh, Scotland) 


Taylor, 232 Causewayside 
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UFQCAT PQST-MORTEM 


A CRITIQUE 

* 


by Willy Smith 


As stateci in thè first page of its CODE BOOK ( Ref, -r> 1 ) ? thè 
name UFOCAT refers to " computer i zed catalog o-f UFO reports and 
related i nFormat ion" . The basic unit of UFOCAT is called an 
"entry" and is contained in a record of 256 hexadecimal 
chdracters of which only about E00 are available fcr raw data. 

From thè user viewpoint, this means that thè information 
for each entry can be printed on one single line of computer 
output, but also implies that practically each character of that 
line is coded, requiring thè use of a rather comp1icated code 
book, from hereon referred to as CB. 

The first page of thè CB also contains a rather remarkable 
statement which set thè tone for what UFOCAT was to be. It reads: 


"....each entry reflects thè input of one witness about one event 
as reported via one source .... a given entry should accurately 
reflect thè data as given by its iwn source, even when those data 
are known to be 


This, in a nutshell, describe thè exact nature of UFOCAT 
and epitomizes thè basic design flaw ^/^ihich precludes its use as a 
practical and sound tool for ufology: it is not a data base of 
UFO cases. but a mere catalog of sources of events that may or 

may not be reasonably genuine UFO cases ! 


Although thè CB promises "to 
inaccuracy", nothing much was done in 
understand: thè coders pored over as 

find without any attempt at criticai 
being placed on numbers rather than 
va lue. 


flag data suspected of 
practice, which is easy to 
many sources as they could 
evaluation, thè emphasis 
on quality or scientific 


This potpourri of originai sources and thè lack of 
discernment in selecting thè entries bave already been pointed 
out by Hendry (Ref. E, p. E44) and I totally subscribe to his 
criticisms. Among other things, Hendry indicates that telling 
cons i derat i ons , such as terrain, lA/eather , ahapes, motions, 
witness data, credibility and many others are in thè immense 
majority of thè cases not coded at all, as I bave been able to 
verify personally. Most damaging for any possible statistica! use 
of UFOCAT is that thè organizers decided to include in toto thè 
Air Force’s Project Blue Book cases, lA/hich amount to EEV» of thè 
entries in UFOCAT. But thè Blue Book files are 95*/. IFOs. So much 
for thè value of UFOCAT as a source of genuine UFO cases. 
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□n thè positive side, Hendry thought at thè time that one 
redeeming feature of UFGCAT couid be its use as a bibliography of 
rauvi UFO reports ( Ref, E, p. E47 ) , This, however , has turned out 
to be only wishful thinking, as thè references far each entry 
are, like most everything else in UFOCAT, coded (and poorly coded 
at that 1) and no complete list of sources seems to exist- I have 
thè last version of thè CB and it has proven totally insufficient 
fon locating originai sources, 

Spotty encoding, inappropriate sources referermes and 
multiple entries for a single case do not teli thè whole ’ story. 
There are built-in features of UFOCAT that make it completely 
impractical, as, for instance, thè need to interpret thè 
printouts character-by-character. Indeed, I am sure that thè 
creatore didn't realize that for thè average researcher this 
effectively eliminated any possible use of thè information (good 
or bad) but figured out that once thè data was coded and entered, 
it would always be possible (for them) to write a suitable 
program to extract whatever information was desired. And those 
are thè key words: "to write a program" which requires thè 
availability of a mainframe computer and a programmer to produce 
thè required software. All of these things take time, money and 
know-how and thè reality of UFOCAT was that not even Dr. Hynek 
couid gain accese to it. Needless to say, this was one of thè 
factors that heavily influenced our decision (Dr. Hynek’s and 
mine) to start thè UNICAT project based on a completely different 
philosophy. In short, UFOCAT was not state of thè art and a fresh 
approach was mandatory. 

But there is stili more, much more, that become painfully 
evident when attempting to extract information from a UFOCAT 
printout. 

As was already stated, UFOCAT is a listing of sources of 
UFO reports, not a catalog of UFO cases. Even for a single case, 
one is unable to get much useful information- Let‘s take as an 
example a very well—known incidenti thè abduction of thè 
Brazilian Antonio Villas Boas. UFOCAT liste EE entries around 
thè correct date (which is 571016) and many othera on dates which 
are either incomplete (like thè year only) or erroneous. 
Concentrating on those EE entries, only a few have thè correct 
date and time and thè name of witness and thè place are expressed 
in various forme. But some basic pieces of information cannot be 
obtained: duration of thè incident ranges from 30 minutes to 4 
hours, with nothing to indicate that a little more than 4 hours 
is thè correct value. Ulorse stili, thè UFO type, which is really 
a strangeness index according to thè definitions discussed 
elsewhere, ranges from 5 to 9, but omits 8, which corresponds to 
abductions 1 

Yet, UFOCAT has been used by some, not surpringly mostly 
ite creatore, to obtain statistica! conclusion (Ref. 3 and 4). 


1 a 
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To gain some insight into how this work was done, I have reviewed 
some of thè papere pubiished in thè li cerature. In Dr. Saunder 's 
study of thè d i s t r i,b u t i □ n of UFO events among thè days of thè 
week (Ref. 3), he admits that multiple entries could cause a 
bias, but indicates that this is obviated "by instructing thè 
computer to tally a maximum of one event per politicai unit per 
date*'. The politicai unit in thè Villas Boas case is Brazil, 
which means that this particular incident was considered at least 
three times (thè dates of October 14, 15 and 16) and perhaps many 
more, as thè case appears under numerous other dates, ^robably 
with reference to night lights observed by thè witness on 
previous days. Uiithout further ado, one can safely conclude that 
thè resulting statistica are very shakly, to say thè least- This, 
in fact, is verified by thè discrepancy betueen Saunder's resulta 
and thè "simp1e-minded assumption" (sic) that ali seven days of 
thè week are alike- And why not ? It seems a reasonable 
assumption, either if thè UFO phenomenon is a naturai occurence, 
in which case its distribution should be uniform throughout thè 
week or if it is a phenomenon controlled by an intelligence, 
lA/hich surely could not be expected to regolate its operations by 
our ca1endar. 


(c) February 1987 
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(1) D.R.Saunders (1978) "The UFQCAT Code Book", CUFCS 
(E) A-Hendry (1979) "The UFQ Handbook", Doubleday 
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TO ALL SUBSCRIBERS 


Due to many problems (editor's engagements, printing problems, 
sloiA^ness in thè transmission of papers to be oublished and, last 
but not least, thè great delay of this current issue) Voi. S E 
of "The Computer UFO Newsletter" will released iater than thè 
scheduled date, that is December 1987. Ue hope to keep thè 
resulting delay within two or three months, so that thè new issue 
could be posted around March 1988. UJe are also thinking to change 
thè Newsletter in an aperiodica! publication, from Voi. 3 ahead: 
subscriptions will be related to a given number of issues. 
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NEWS 


- An experimenta 1 evaluation of an Italian electronic mai1 
Service has been started since January 1987. A CISU member has 
taken a subscription to a mailbox of thè System (named PEIS and 
with locai numbers in many Italian towns), in order to test thè 
validity and usefulness of such a Service for UFO purposes. If 
thè experiment will be successful, thè Centro Italiar^D Studi 
Ufologici (CISU) (A/i 1 1 rent a mailbox on a regolar basis: -members 
o(A/ning a PC ano a mooem (a/ i i i oe ab i e to seno and receive messages 
through PEIS in reai time. It also possible that PEIS itself 
could give thè use of thè mailbox free of charge as a form of 
"sponsorization" to CISU. 

— A Apple Macintosh computer, running a fit paint program, 
has been used to dratA/ some sketches from an Italian CE 3 report 
happened in 1963. FolloiA/ing thè Information supplied by thè 
(A/itness, Renzo Cabassi dretA/ disegns both of thè objects and thè 
"entities": he corrected them many times according to tAihat thè 
(A/itness remembered. It is an interesting experiment about a ne(A/ 
use of computer during UFO i nves t i ga t i o n , (A/orth to be deveioped. 

- A ne(A/ version of thè common database employed by CISU to 
store Italian UFO casuistry under thè form of provincial files 
has been released in 1987. Marked as "5.0", it runs exclusively 
on a Commodore lES in S0 columns (fast mode): originally (A/ritten 
in BASIC it has been compiled by thè popolar "PetSpeed 188". 
Besides being much more guick in many functions and storing t(A/o 
and a half times cases more than thè C-6^ version, "Catalogo 5.0" 
offers some netA/ options. Entering and corrections of data, as 
(A/ell as report on video, take place on t(A/o (A/indo(A/s displaying 
Information adout thè case and its sources, at thè same time. All 
stored events can be vietA/ed on a single 80 columns line lA/ith all 
data except than sources: moreover , you can display only a field 
for each entry, together (A/ith its oiA/n reference number . When 
entering neiA/ cases you can see all stored cases in a fit iA/indo(A/, 
in order to avoid doublé entries or code numbers. The database 
can noiA/ create and handle regional files up to 500 cases. An 
English version is available on reguest, supplying a fee of 
15,000 Italian lire (including software, disc aìid postage) to thè 
Editor . 


- The (A/ho 1 e Italian UFO casuistry stored on computer ( at 
moment 4,000 cases out of an estimated base of more than 10,000 
events) is now available for PC IBM and compatible machines. 
There are more than 84 files relating to sightings taken place in 
thè corresponding Italian provinces. All those data are being 
trasnferred on dBASE III^ so that they could be handled and 
processed by such very po(A/erful database management software. In 
conseguence of this, thè whole project of storing thè Italian UFO 
casuistrv owned by C.I.S.U. should bave many improvements and 
deve ledente. 
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PORTUCAT 


by Victor Lourenco 


PORTUCAT is a catalog of reports based on thè 
of possible Unidentitied Flying Objects over thè 
territory and it counts with more than 270 records. 


observation 
Portoguese 


Its computerized structure is supported by an 
CPU clock speed of 6.66 Mhz and a Database type 
Database allows thè definition of 3,200 fields pér 
one with a maximun size of 61,000 bytes, supplying 
records per data file. Its versatility is 
possibility of customized features. 


IBM XT wi 
sof tware 
record, 
almost 30 
based on 


th a 
A 

each 

,000 

thè 


PORTUCAT Stores a resumed description of each reported case 
along with its basic headlines such as date, type of possible 
object, amount of witnesses, their names, source of information 
and others. It does not pretend to be a catalog based on "Judged" 
analysis of thè filed cases and therefore it does not carry any 
evaluation or classification. Just a verbal comment based on thè 
amount of stored data relative to each case. 


Thanks to thè flexibility of thè Database, PORTUCAT is not 
a static catalog, several changes in thè design bave been occured 
during thè past few months and thè idea is to create a basic 
structure identical to thè standardized "MAYBECAT" created by 
Hynek and Smith, with additional bits of information. Cases are 
updated according to thè information that is collected from 
Portugal and other countries. 500 more cases will be added in thè 
near future. 

PORTUCAT facilitates thè tracking of specific cases and 
patterns translated into graphs wich give a better visual 
description of thè subject, but thè basic concept is to split thè 
data in bits of information and establish patterns as auxlliar 
tool for further research. 

It is important to remark how most cases never were 
submitted to a deep and serious investigation, except on those 
related with very well known investigators, such as J.Fernandes, 
F.D'Armada, C.Monteiro and J.Sottomayor, among others. Cases that 
were published by thè media are refenred as "newsclipping”: thè 
famous Fatima event has a particular position on thè catalog due 
to thè investigation done by J.Fernandes and F.D'Armada on thè 
subject. 

A previous computerized version of thè catalog was 
implemented on Apple II and called U.A.O.: it was based on thè 
popular PFS program series, so that data could be manlpulated to 
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generate 
specific 
"OVNIQUE". 
encounters 
carried by 
translated 
Monteiro, 
Investigacao 


reports, letters, communicat 
catalogs bave been produced 
The first one shows descr 
of thè third kind and it c 
Portoguese and Spanish 
from its originai Portogues 
a membe r of C.N.I.F.0. 
do Fenomeno OVNI). The s 


Marc Patry (a CUFORN member) and it is 
description) of presumed UFO sightings 
of Quebec. 


ions or graphs. Other two 
on Apple: "HUMANOID” and 
iptions of Iberian dose 
omes from a Joint effort 
ufologists. It has been 
e edition written by Josè 
(Comissao Nacional para 
econd one was compii ed by 
a reference list (with no 
over thè Canadian province 


The following is a sample of a PORTUCAT record: it refers to 


thè very famous Fatima 1917 incident, 
about thè structure of such a database 
only extensive description.- Ed.). 


giving a clear indication 
(- notice 1 No code, but 


8AKPLB or DATABAJB UCOCD 
riLBMAMBi POBTUCàT 


Data: 17/10/13 


houe: 13:47 

Typa: C3 

i Objects: 

Shapa: Huiùanold 

Duratlon: N/A 

• vitnesses: 

Bffeets: 


Location: Cova da le la-rat1 m 

wltnossos: Lucia,Jaclnta^reanclsco and Clfty thousand peoplo 
SouECo Info.: Joaqula rornandos and Pina D’AEMda ; Antonio Rlbora 


Rlslnq tenperatuEO dEleà ciotnes ano enviEonaani.. 
aonsatlon of faaE,coBMtlon and angulsh. 

RnvlEonaant coloEod by aevoEal coIoes. 

vacuuB effect ovac' tha oak tre# when thè bea* of llqht Eetuened to 



Ita souEca. 


S-Parcantaqa of wltnassas: 
22% PaEMES 
22% Housawlvaa 
■0C% LavyoES 
06% JouEnallsts 
01% BnqlnaaES 


Aaount Info. : 


COBaants: Posslbla UPO 


DascElptlon: Tha followlnq data eapoEts tha avant that was known aa *Tha NlEacltt 
of tha fun” whlch was wltnassad by a qeaat anount of paopla. 


l-HaathaE condltlons: 

-PESSSUEa: 745.7 mb at 12:00 houES 
-TaaipaEatuEa: 13.2 Celsius at 13:00 houES 
-Hualdlty: 87.04 % 

-OlESctlon of wlnds: V-MW (12:00/14:00) 

-ralllng ealn: 5.5 mb (12:00/14:00) 

-ipaad of wlnds: 7 km/h at 13:00 h ; 24 km/h at 14:00 houES 
-Vlslblllty of Bum 6 alnutas froa 13:00 to 14:00 houES 
-Total vlslblllty of Sun thls dayi 3:45 houES 
-Angle of Sun: 42 dagraas 44* 


A. RlbaEs's Invastlgatics ccr.cludcd that tha cEOwd that stood la a flald at 
PatlM,a saall vlllaga In tha dlstelct of LalEla,soM 62 alias noEth of 
Llsbon,on OctobaE 13,1517,was waltlng thaes foE a alEacla,bacausa thEsa chlldrar 
had baan assuEad such an avant would taka placa aftae a nuabae of aaatlnga wltb 
an "Bntlty* that caaa froa tha sky In a globe of llght. 

Tha wltnassas waea shaphaEds: Lucla,agad 10,and hae couslns Pranclsco HaEta 
and Jaelnta HaEto,agad 5 and 7. 

AMong tha CEO«<d was PEOfassoE Alaalda CaEEatt,of Colnbea UnlvaEslty,a 
sclantlst,who dascElbad tha phanoaanon In tha following taEaa: 

”It was Ealnlng haEd,and tha ealn tElcklad down avaEyona's 
clothas.8uddanly,tha sua shona through tha densa cloud whlch covaead It. 

■vaEybody lookad In Ita dleactlon.It was not dassllng.I don't'thlnk that It 
could ba coapaEad to a dull sIIvoe dlsc,as soaaona sald latae In Pattaa.No.Xt 
EathoE possassad a claaE,changlng bElghtnass,whlch ona could coapaEa to a 
paaEl.Xt lookad llka a pollshad whaal.Thls Is not patey.Hy ayas bava saan 
It.Thls claaE shapad dlsc suddanly bagan tuenlng.Xt EOtatad wlth Inceaai^Ma 
spaad-. 


2-BafoEa tha "HlEacla*: 

50 000 paopla wantad to wltnass tha avant,announcad theae swintha bafOEa by tha 
antlty to tha thraa chlldEan.JouEnallsts,taachaES,woEkaES,pElasts,faEsaES, | 
chlldEan,slck paopla,atc.,atc.,all thaB,obsaEvad tha "daek cloud* coalng closai^ 
to tha usuai placa. By thls ,som paopla staetad peaylng. 


■ y 13:47 houES ealn had gona and tha sun was vlslbla foE a whlla. 

AnothsE spali whlta saoka cloud appasEsd ovse tha oak teae whlla tha flEst ona 
was stili vlslbla In tha sky. 

Haanwtilla,Lacla kapt talklng wlth tha antlty and,as tha daek cloud aovad,a 
sllvaE *gÌoba* was uncovsEsd.At tha and of tha dlalogua tha antlty polntad hac 
finger to tba placa «diara tha sub was,as 1£ sha ms peatandlng to nska a alga 
to tha SllvaE *globa*,and loft. 

3-DascElptlon of tha phanoMnoat 

Vhan tha antlty laft,tha clooda opanad and a brlght sllvar disk ^ ^ 

appaarad,spinaIng and shlnlng as If It ms tha sua.At thls polnt tha "airaola ^ 
was dona.Xt stayad llka that for 8 to 10 alnutas and than bacaaa ^sk. 

Thaa.foK anhnown EaasoB,tha disk lookad as 11 It would crash,wtilch eausad a 
sentatiea al faar aaong tha crowd.Xt took off wlth Itragular aovaaant. 


<♦4 

o 


«a 

-P 

o 


f^facondary affactai 
8lek nannia racevarad Itom llnasB. 



Type rt to E 
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Now a selection of pie and bar graphs related both to 
PORTUCAT and to HUMANOID: no comment is necessary, as they are 
completely seif-explanatory. They can supply a good idea about 
what a computer can do in handling data collected by UFO 
researchers. 


FILENAME: PORTUCAT 
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S K Y M A P 


Another software to identify astronomica!IFOs 


by Ronny BloiTime 


0. PREFACE BY THE EDITOR 


Belgian researcher Ronny Blomme has written a special 
program for checking position of chief celestial bodles In order 
to find eventual explanation to UFO sightings. The software has 
been developed for Apple Ile with Z-80 card and 64K of RAM, but 
it can be implemented for different hardware configurations. 

Beyond thè slowness of SKY MAP 1.0 in processing and 
printing data, its value is really remarkable, also because it is 
thè first time that a program of such a kind has been produced by 
a ufologist purposely for UFO research. Ronny States that thè 
program can be copied freely and given to other people, but 
always mentioning name and address of thè author. For investiga- 
tors without an Apple Ile System , he offers to produce a proces¬ 
sing and alleged print-outs for them: people can ask Ronny for 
such a Service supplying data through thè following forra; 

Name 

Address 

Country 


LONGITUDE _ DEG _'_LATITUDE _ DEG _’_// REMARKS : 

DATE _/_/_ TIME _lì_ni_S UT 

COM. 1: 

COM. 2: 


Possible options: thè sky map will be calculated 
with atmospheric refraction (yes/no) 

height limit of thè table: -_ .degrees 

magnitude limit: _ 

reduced maps: (yes/no) 

Fili of thè above fields (one form for one skymap), in- 
cluding thè comments lines, that will be prlnted on thè resulting 
map (max. 50 characters). The remarks space is for your personal 
use only: it won’t be printed. Make sure to indicate "N" or "S" 
(north or south) for thè latitude and E or W (east or west) for 


2 0 
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thè longitude. Make also sure thè tlme and date are cuiiverted in 
Universal Time (UT). 

Speclfy always thè optlons: It is advlsable to use thè 
default ones, which are:. 


with atmospheric refraction 
height limit of thè table 
magnitude limit 
reduced maps 


yes 

- 10 degrees 
2 . 00 

no (this means only thè 
originai maps will be 
sent ) 


Mere Blomme’s text: comments, new ideas and proposals of 
implementation on different more powerful machines will be 
welcomed and published inside thè Newsletter. 


* * * * * 


1. INTRODUCTION 


As one of thè important tasks of thè UFO investigator is to 
try and identify thè UFOs which are reported to hlm, It seerns 
appropriate to develop tools which will help hlm to carry out hls 
Work as best as posslble. Various authors (e.g. A. Hendry, "The 
UFO Handbook” Sphere Books, London, 1980, p. 24) have shown that 
a very large part of what people report to be UFOs turn out to 
have an astronomica! explanation, e.g. a star, planet or meteor. 

The computer programme SKY MAP was developed to help Iden¬ 
tify some of thè astronomica! phenomena which could be misinter- 
preted as UFOs. 

The phenomena which are Included are: 

stars 

planets 

moon 

sun (to our knowledge, only one reported "UFO" has ever 
turned out to be thè sun. Knowing its posltion In thè sky can be 
very useful however, e.g. in checklng shadows or reflections on 
photographs to see if thè eyewltness account is consistent wlth 
thè photograph). 

Phenomena which are not in thè programme are: 
comets 

meteore (not predictable) 

halos (although knowing thè position of thè sun or moon 
is a first step in analysing a report which could be due to a 
haio). 

The programme currently runs on an Apple II computer with 
two disk-drive,an 80 columns card, Z80 card and parallel inter- 
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face to an Epson RX 80 printer. Copies of thè binary code, source 
and/or listngs of thè programme are available upon request. 
Researchers who bave no similar computer available to run thè 
prograirmie can simply send us thè coordinates for which they want 
a sky map. See thè previous Editor’s preface. 

The following chapters will explain how one should Inter- 
pret thè Information presented on thè map. Chapter 2 conslsts of 
a detailed description of what is printed on thè map, showing how 
to apply it to analyze a UFO report by means of a well-known 
example. Some technical information about thè program can be 
found in Chapter 3, while details about how requesting copies of 
thè programme are presented in Chapter 4. 


It must be stressed that this programme Is Just one step in 
identifying astronomica! IFOs. A knowledge of thè possible errors 
witnesses make in giving heights, directions and generai descrlp- 
tion is essential. Sometimes an astronomica! object is reported 
to bave mode over some distance in thè sky in a short time, to 
bave come closer or receded or to bave disappeared suddenly. Even 
electromagnetic interference has been attributed to a "UFO" that 
turned out to be thè moon. All this show that thè 
will bave to "correct" thè eyewitness account for 
tious details, before he can apply thè sky map. 


investigator 
these ficti- 


2. BiieaifTIQN Qf THi iKVMAP QUTPUT 


The programme SKY MAP generates approximately one page of 
output for each given place,date and time. This chapter will 
explain in detail how to interpret this output. 

Figure 1 shows an example of thè output from SKY MAP. The 
first line indentifies thè programme which has generated this 
output and gives thè version number. Then thè place for which thè 
map has been calculated is specified. This is done by giving its 
latitude (between 90 south and 90 north) and its longitude (bet- 
ween 180 west and 180 east). 

Latitude and longitude can both be specified with an ac- 
curacy of one arcsecond. 

Next thè date (in thè form year/month/day) and time are 
given. Note that thè time is always in UT (Universal Time), so 
this means you bave to convert your locai time to UT. Be careful 
to correct: 


( 1 ) 

( 2 ) 


thè time to thè Greenwich time zone and correct 
saving time, if applicaple. 

thè date, if thè conversion from locai time to 
in a time greater than 24 hours or smaller than 


for Daylight 

UT result 
0 hours. 


The time can be specified with 
Next two lines of comments can be 
quotes). These are given by thè person 


an accuracy of 1 
printed (between 
requesting thè sky 


second. 

doublé 
map. 
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The map itself shows thè visible hemisphere for thè given 
place, date and time. The outer clrcle an thè map represent thè 
horizon. Two more circles are drawn, one at a height of 30 above 
thè horizon, thè other at 60 above thè horizon. The straight 
lines, going from thè zenit to thè horizon, are azimuth-1ines. 
They are drawn for an azimuth of 0, 45, 90, 135, 180, 2?.5, 270 

and 315. 

Note that thè azimuth is measured FROM THE SOUTH OVER WEST. 
On thè top left side one can also see thè points of thè compass. 
Note that thè east - west direction is opposite to thè one found 
on a terrestial map. This is because a sky map has to held up 
above thè head to compare it with thè sky. To use thè map, one 
must rotate it till thè compass direction given on thè map corre- 
sponds with thè direction one is looking at. For instance, if one 
wants to look at thè sky visible in thè west, thè map must be 
rotated 90. The stars dose to thè western horizon can then be 
seen near thè outer circle (which represents thè horizon). The 
azimuth for thè south (0) and thè west(90) are also indicated in 
thè upper left corner. Not indicated are thè azimuth for north 
(180) and east (270). 

On thè map itself, one finds thè various symbols for thè 
stars and planets. The larges circles represent thè brightest 
stars (those with magnitude -1). The progressively smaller cir¬ 
cles show progressively fainter stars, thè smallest symbol indi- 
cating stars of magnitude 5. All magnitudes are also printed on 
thè top right hand side of thè map. As was pointed previously, 

all thè stars are points of light. This means that thè diameter 

of thè circle representing them has nothing to do with how large 
they are, it only indicates how how bright they are. 

Doublé stars (binaries) are indicated by a cross (X) drawn 
over their magnitude symbol. Variable stars bave different sym¬ 
bols are shown on thè bottom right hand side of thè map. 

The planets,moon and sun are indicated by a rectangle. 

Their symbols are given on thè bottom left side of thè map. 

Most stars are connected with lines in order to recognize 
thè constellations. dose to each constellation, its standard 
three letter abbreviaton is printed. There is no standard method 
of connecting thè stars to form thè constellations. The metod 

followed bere is largely thè same as thè one in thè monthly 

astronomy magazine Sky and Telescope (Sky Publishing corporation, 
49 Bay State Road, Cambridge, Massachussetts 02238-1290, USA). 

When working with a sky map, take into account that thè 
complete visible hemisphere is drawn on a relatively small scale. 
This means that thè eye can only see a small portion of what is 

shown on it, To give you an idea of h'ow small this is. Figure 

3.2 shows thè part of thè sky that is covered by your hand when 
you stretch your arm and spread your fingers. The area indicated 
on thè figure (from thumb to little finger) is about 20. 

At thè end, thè programme prints a table containing thè 
brightest stars which are above or slightly below thè horizon. 
The user can specify thè height-limit (under thè horizon) and thè 
magnitude-limit for thè table. It contains all stars brighter 
than thè given magnitude-limit, which are above thè given height- 
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1 imit. The planets above thè height-limit are also iiicluded. 
Finally thè data for thè moon and sun are always included. For 
thè moon, thè illuminated fraction is given between brackets. If 
thè fraction is 0.00, it’s Full Moon, for 1.00 it’s Full Moon. 
First and Last Quarter are indicated by thè fraction = 0.50. The 
difference between thè First and Last Quarter can be found by 
looking at thè position of thè sun, to see what half of thè moon 
is illuminated (see also example 2 in Chapter 4). Also indicated 
is whether thè heightshave been corrected for atmospheric refrac- 
tion or not. 

In thè table, stars are included which 
zon. Strictly speaking, it is not necessary 
tion. But it is plausible hówever that thè 


are below thè bori¬ 
to know thè ir posi- 
time given by 


thè 


witness is somewhat in error. Including thè stars which are 
slightly below thè horizon ensures that no possible astronomica! 
Identification is overlooked. 


The columns of thè table give: 

1) The name of thè star, planet, moon or sun. A stellar 

name consist of a Greek letter (spelled out fully as no Greek 
symbols are available) and thè (abbreviated) constellation name. 

2) The magnitude, where ”v” indicates a variable star. 

3) The height and azimuth, both in degrees and decimai». 

An example. REFERENCES : 


- "The Interrupted Journey” by John G. Fuller (The Diai 
Press, New York, 1966). 

- Officiai UFO, Voi 1 n. 10 (Aug. 1976), p.l4 

This is thè Betty and Barney Hill case which is sufficien- 
tly well known to bave no need of a summary. It must be stressed 
however that we are concerned only with thè first part of this 
case. This is thè phase where Betty and Barney Hill notice a 
"strange star" next thè moon. The further developments do not 
seem to bave an astronomica! explanation. 


DETAILS : 


Place of initial observation: ;)ust south of Lancaster, 
New Hampshire, USA. 

Date: 19 september 1961 


Time: 11 h 00 p.m. 

Time. 

Direction of object: 


locai time = Eastern Daylight Saving 
near thè moon. 


2 4 
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The date and time are converted to: 20/9/1961 at 3 h 00 UT 
(note thè change of date!). This gives; 


longitude:44 deg 28’ 22/’ N Latitude: 71 deg 33’ 24" W 
date : 1961/9/20 time 3h Om Os UT 

com. 1; Betty and Barney Hill 
com. 2; 


The resulting sky map has been seen in Figure 1. One can 
see that Jupiter and Saturn are very near to thè moon. To make 
thè situation somewhatfclearer, we bave drawn thè positions of 
these again in figure 2, using thè data from thè table. A compa- 
rison with thè sketch given by Betty Hill shows that thè "strange 
star” could be Jupiter. This is thè conclusion drawn by R.Sheaf- 
fer in thè article referred to above. Al ternatively,one could 
reason as follows: thè ”star” seen by Betty and Barney Hill was 
Jupiter,because Saturn was hidden by far away clouds. 


MOON 



♦JUPITER 


SATURN 

+ 


MOON 

r~"\ 


“STRANGE 

STAR” 


“STAR” 


Figure 2 - Detail of thè sky map of Hill incident (left) and thè 
sketch by Betty Hill (right). 


Looking at thè angle thè moon-”star” makes with thè 
horizontal, one deduces that it is more plausible that thè "star" 
is Jupiter, rather than Saturn. This would mean that thè "strange 
star” cannot be explained as an astronomica! phenomenon. The only 
problem with this hypothesis is to know how accurate thè Betty 
Hill sketch is. It could easily be so Inaccurate that Sheaffer’s 
conclusion remains correct. So this is a case where it is dif- 
ficult to decide,due to thè lack of accuracy of thè data. 
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Figure 1 


Sky map for thè Hill incident. 
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This once again stresses thè responsibi1ity of thè investigator, 
who must get his data as accuracely as possible. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The example gives some idea of how to apply thè sky map to 
reai cases. It must be stressed however that it was chosen for 

Its relative simplicity in detecting thè astronomica! stimulus 

behind it. It could very well be that thè investigato!' will 
encounter much more difficult cases. The possibility of detecting 
an astronomica! explanation for a UFO report depends on thè 
follov/ing factors: 

1) thè reliability of thè "basic” parameters: place, date, 

time, height and azimuth. The place of thè observation 
should preferably bave been visited by thè investigator 
together with thè witness. If thè observation was made 

sometime before thè investigation , it's quite possible that 
thè date or time may be wrong. The height is usually 

overestimated, so this is something thè investigator should 
check. When measuring (or estimating) thè azimuth, be sure 
to note thè starting point and thè direction in which thè 
azimuth increases. This will be necessary to compare with 
thè azimuth on thè map which is measured from south over 
west.Although in most cases, it will be sufficient to accept 
thè witness word for thè value of these basic parameters,in 
some cases he/she could be wrong,making thè correct identi- 
fications impossible. 

2) thè correctness of thè description given by thè witness. In 
other words, thè investigator will sometimes have to explain 
parts of thè description given by thè witness, by taking 
into account autokinesis, atmospheric distortion which could 
cause thè apparent size of a star or planet to increase or 
decrease, clouds which will make it appear or disappear. 
Effects like these could make thè object behave in ways an 
astronomica! object does not normally do. 


3. TICHNICAL DlTAILi 


The programme SKY MAP is divided into three separate 
programmes. The first one asks for thè input of thè coordinates, 
date and time. One can either give thè' data for a single map to 
be calculated or thè data for a series of different maps (at 
most 50). These are then passed on to thè second programme which 
calculates thè height and azimuth for all thè astronomica! object 
and then writes them on a file. A third programme then takes 
over, which prints thè results on thè printer. In thè following 
discussion, we will concentrate on thè second programme (where 
thè calculations are done). 
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The programme has thè following inputs : 

a list of data for thè maps to be calculaled (i.e. 
geographical coordinates, ; date, time and conwients ) or thè 
data for a single map. From this list thè programme selects 
thè next one to be calculated. 

a list of stellar data (name, right ascension, declina- 
tion, proper motion and magnitude). These were taken from 
thè A. Becvar "Atlas of thè Heavens - II Catalogne 1950.0" 
(Sky Publishing Corporation, 1964). 

a list of options, to indicate whether thè calculations 
should take into account atmospheric refraction or not. 

The programme is based mainly on thè hook "Astronomica! 
Formulae for Calculators" by J. Meeus (Volksterrenwacht Urania 
and Vereniging voor Sterrenkunde, 1978-this first edition is no 

longer in print, but another edition is available from Willmann - 
Bell). The prograiTOTie proceeds as follows : 

(1) PRELIMINARIES : 

- read coordinates, date and time from thè list 

- calculate geocentric latitude ' 

- calculate time elapsed since 1900 (in centuries) 

- calculate apparent sldereal time for given 
place/t ime. 

(2) FOR EACH STAR : 

- read thè right ascension (X) and declination (T) 

- correct for proper motion 

- correct for precession, nutation and aberration 

- calculate height (h) and azimuth (A) fraction (if 
requested) 

- write thè result on file 


(3) FOR EACH PLANET : 

- calculate thè orbitai elements for thè given time, 
taking into account that these must be corrected for 
thè time it takes thè light to reach thè earth. The 
orbitai elements are: 


* 

* 

* 

* 

* 


L = mean longitude of thè planet 
e - eccentricity 

i = inclination of thè orbitai piane to ecliptic 
W “ argument of perlhelion 

J = longitude of ascending node culate thè ecliptical 


longitude and 
convert (X,Y) 
correct (X,T) 
convert (X,T) 
correct h for 
write thè 


latitude 
to (X,T) 
for nutation 
to (h,A) 

atmospheric refraction 
results on file 


(x,^) as seen from thè earth-. 
aberration and parallax 
(if requested) 
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(4) MOON AND SUN : 

- calculate geocentric (X,Y) 

- convert (X,Y) to (X,T) 

- correct (X,T) for parallax 

- convert (X,T) to (h,A) 

- correct h for atmospheric refraction (if reqnest.ed) 

- write results on file 


All calculations are done with all thè correction terms 
specified in "Astronomica! Formulae for Calculators”, with thè 
following exceptions: 

H In thè conversion from geographical latitude to 
geocentric latitude, thè height above sea-level was not taken 
into account. 

tt After thè right ascension and dexclination of thè 
star bave been corrected for precession, thè sine,cosine and 
tangent of these quantities should be recalculated, before pro- 
ceeding with thè correction for nutation and aberration. As we 
limit our calculations to thè years 1700 - 2100 AD however, we 
make only a small error by not recalculating them.We do make a 
substantial saving in time required for thè calculaions however. 

# The heights of all objects are corrected for atmos¬ 
pheric refraction (if requested by thè user). For this correc¬ 
tion we interpolated thè data given by C.W. Alien in "Astrophysi- 
cal Quantities”(The Athlone Press,3rd edition,1973, p. 125), 
These data are for an atmospheric pressure of 760 miti Hg and 
temperature of 10 C. As thè temperature and pressure at thè time 
of observation are usually not known, these data are not correc¬ 
ted for thè appropriate temperature and pressure.The error made 
by this simplification should be neglible however. 

# The programme was written so that it gives an ac- 
curacy of 0.1 in height and azimuth cos (height) for thè years in 
thè range 1700-2100 AD, provided thè place and time are at least 
as accurate as given in Table 1. This means thè table given at 
thè end of each sky map is accurate to thè last digit given. It 
also means that thè map itself is accurate to within one pixel. 
One can see from table 1 that an inaccuracy in thè time of thè 
observation in quite important.lt must be stressed however that 
in a reai situation, such accuracy will usually not be 
required,as there will be much larger errors on thè height and 
azimuth estimated by thè witness. Table 1 is only included to 
show you thè accuracy of thè programme itself, not thè accuracy 
of a typically UFO explanation. 


1 

Accuracy in Time ! 

s 

Accuracy in Latitude and Longitude 

5 seconde 1 

1 Areminute 

10 seconde ! 

1 Arcsecond 


Table 1. Accuracy required in time and latitude/longitude in 
order to get thè 0.1 accuracy in height and azimuth *' cos 
(height). 
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With thè current computer configuration (Apple II, 64 K 
memory, Z80 card, Epson RX-80 printer) thè time required for 
calculating and printing one map is approximately 40 mlnutes. 
Once thè list of data for thè maps (at most 50) Is entered, thè 
programmo dods no longer require operator-intervention (provided 
thè printer has sufficient supply of traction-feed paper). 


4. COPIES OF THE PROQRAMME 


Researchers wishing to run thè programmo themselves or to 
rewrite it for another computer, can request 5 1/2 inch diskettes 
with thè binary code, thè programmo itself or a listing of thè 
programmo. Please contact us at thè following address: 

Ronny BloiTQìie 

Pierre Curielaan 31 box 2 
B - 1050 Brusseis 
Belgium 


To reduce our expenses, may we ask you to send us thè 
required number of diskettes, on which we will write thè 
requested files and send them back to you. If you do not wlsh to 
send diskettes, please send an International Postai Money Order 
for thè amount indicated, so that we can buy them (no cheques, 
please ) . 


thè binary code 2 diskettes or BF 200,- 

the programmo 4 diskettes or BF 400,- 


Please note that thè current programmo runs on a very 
specific machine (Apple II, 64k memory, 80 columns, Z80 proces¬ 
sor, parallel interface to Epson RX 80 printer). It is most 
improbable that thè code will run on any other configuration. 

The programmo is made available to researchers on thè 
following conditions: 

(1) thè programmo is to be used only for ufological or astro¬ 
nomica! purposes. 

(2) thè author’s name and address may' not be removed from thè 
header which appears at thè beginning of thè programnie. We 
request this only so that if somebody should run into trou- 
ble with his copy of thè programmo, he'11 be able to contact 
thè author. 

(3) there is no guarantee thè programmo will run on any other 
computer configuration than thè one specified above. 
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NEWS 


The whoie ITACAT manuscript (about ‘300 pages) has been 
transferred in NS-DOS format too» It is composed by a long series 
o P f i ]. e s I•" e ]. a t i n g t o a b s t r a c t s and c o rri m e n t s o f c a s e s , a s w e 1 1 a s 
thè long introduction to thè opera» They are all WORDSTAF? files» 
We remember that ITACAT is thè Itali ^an catalogue of dose 
encountersy including more than 480 cases of such a kind at 
m o m e n t.. 


Some free ads and a couple of articles about thè 
in ufology hi ave been publishied on popolar Italia n 
magazines» The readership’ answer has been guite goody 
thirty people asked for more information about UFOs and 
dome by thè Rete Ufologica Computerizzata» 


use of PC 
compute r 
a s a b o u t 
thè Work 




TO UFO MAGAZINES EXCHANGING WITH US ! 


Don’t think we are defuncted if you dorrt receive “The 
Computer UFO Newsletter*' for a long ! We’ll be stili ali ve., but 
our times of publication are becoming really unforseeable » Please 
keep US in your exchanging mail listy as we greatly appreciate 
your ni ce magsizine. Thank you f rom an Editor who is going crazy • 
Obviously our companion publications can reprint Mewsletter's 
articles sirnply quoti ng thè originai yersion and thè complete 
CUFQN addresSy together with subscription rates ( 18,000 Italiani 
lire su r face ma il) for e a c h volume. 


oOo 
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CHEKPOINT FOUR ON BECASSINE 


by Denys Breysse 


The development of Becassine project proceed along many 
directions at moment. Mere is an updated report. 

- CODINO OF CASES 

Over 250 CE 3 & 4 French cases bave been coded: only events 
owning enough data to be processed bave been taken into 
consideration A complete list of these Frencb events is available 
to any researcher. 

At moment, US events bave been coding due to thè fact that 
they are thè largest national sample inside thè Becassine file 
(400/500 cards). These numbers bave to be considered with a lot 
of caution: often quantity of Information related to most cases 
(including many famous "classics”) is scarce. There are two clear 
examples of such a situation: 

* Willy Smith is managing thè UNICAT project for thè sake 
of establishing a UFO data-bank including sufficiently "solid” 
cases. His world-wide file of CE 3 & 4 includes 92 entries and 
MAYBECAT (storing cases lacking of some data) bave 210. Knowing 
it is possible there were other doubtful cases within such a 
group and that Becassine Stores about 1,500 events presently, one 
hasn’t to mix quantity with quality. 

* One of thè three indexes associated with each case refers 
to thè quantity of known information. It has been given 
provisionaily, according to an arbitrary procedure, with a range 
from one to ten. It is significant that in most cases thè value 
of such an index is equal or less than four and very rarely there 
are ratings of seven or more. 

As regards all statistica! studies of Becassine project 
(that is its medium-term aim), I think it is particularly 
important to establish an index about thè quantity of information 
for each single case. Such an index must give an indication about 
thè gross quantity of them, but also about their quality (in thè 
sense of "discriminating power”. All those who could devote their 
"UFO thoughts” to this subject are invited to contact me for an 
useful exchange of opinions. 

t 

- PROCESSING SOFTWARE 


I bave written a routine allowing thè factorial 
data tables (analyses about relations, extraction 
values, graphic outputs). These analyses should be 
when a sufficient number of cases will be coded, but 


analysis of 
of proper 
carried out 
then there 
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will be a great difficulty in thè interpretation of thè "rough” 
results. It will be necessary to deal with many probelms and 
questions, for example: how do you interpret thè presence of two 
significantly near points in a factorial diagram ? A long 
meditation about this and other aspects of thè matter is 
forecasted in thè next months (- just when you’11 be reading this 
article! Ed. -). Researchers interested in thè subject can read 
thè following bibliographical references; 

as regards technical problems: "L'analyse factorielle” by 
Philippe Cibois, printed by PUF in thè ”Que-sais-je” collection. 

as regards thè problems about thè use: ”Bulletin de 
methodologie sociologique" (free subscription on request to 
LISH). 

All Becassine software has been just modified in order to 
increase its speed: for example, time of access to disk files is 
now considerably shorter and working on 400/500 cases will be 
much more simple. In fact, a 256 Kbytes memory expansion has been 
added to thè originai 64 Kbytes RAM memory cf my Amstrad 
microcomputer. The work file to be processed is loaded into thè 
expansion from thè floppy disk. It is just as using a sequential 
files, so that cases can be handled quickly and then saved on thè 
disk again. It is clear that this operafion allows to avoid a 
continuous (and slow) use of thè disk drive. 

This choice has been made in consideration of thè work 
planned for Becassine in thè near future, when statistica! 
analyses and selection of samples will involve very frequent 
processing operations. 

- PRELIMINARY STATISTICAL RESULTS 

As an experiment, some results have already been achieved. A 
preliminary report about thè analysis of French cases stored in 
Becassine is now available on request. I am planning to produce a 
study about a comparison between this results and those obtained 
by other ufologists. 

- NEW CONTACTS 

After having given priority to thè collection of information 
about French cases, important contacts have been developed with 
many researchers (Willy Smith and his UNICAT in USA, M.Verga and 
P.Fiorino in Italy, Bruno Mancusi in Switzerland, etc ....). As 
one of Becassine aims is thè establishment of a database as 
complete as possible (from which each ufologist will be able to 
draw all information he will need), such contacts are to be 
developed quickly. 

Obviously, any contribution is welcome, especially if 
related to thè latest CE III cases you know. 


Denys Breysse 


(translatlon by Giuseppe Verdi and Maurizio Verga). 


COMPUTER UFO NEWSLETTER 2, 1 


33 


Y j ?F ^ ~y- £1”^thor 


TO ALL RESEARCHERS 


Becassine is a projecL under development (began in 1985)- 
Its objectives are summarized in my paper published on “The 
Computer UFO Newsletter" Voi. 1 n. 3 , 19 — 21 and I can give you 
some more i n-Formati on, i-F you wish. 

The database (explained and unexplained CE III) is 
constantly increasing and thè coding process is presently going 
on - 

□ne o-F thè aims o-F thè project is to allow a better 
circulation o-F in-Formation by exchanging data between BECASSINE 
and thè interested researchers- 

BECASSINE is presently growing with contributors in some 

countries (France, Belgium, Italy, USA) and we want to develop 

such a col1 aboration more and more. 

I-F you are interested in par ti ci pat i ng to thè project, l’d 
like to ask you to read thè next two paragraphs- 

□-F course, any advice or remark will be welcome- I hope you 

will be interested and I am sure a col1aboration will be 

possible- In advance, I thank you- 

tt HOW CAN YOU HELP BECASSINE ? 

Sending any in-Formation about explained or unexplained CE 
III: copies o-F articles, cuttings, i nvest i gat ion reports, 
speci-Fic remarks about given experiences, listings o-F experiences 
or catalogues, etc. 


tt HOW BECASSINE CAN HELP YOU ? 

A — Listings o-F CE III experiences (speci-Fy your needs) 

B — Listing o-F coding booklet used in Becassine 

C — Copy o-F disk -For Amstrad CPC 464 (send a new disk -For 
copy) 

D — In-Formation about any speci-Fic experience stored in thè 
database 

E ~ Results o-F statistica! analyses carri ed out on BECASSINE 
(so-Ftware has been written but we are waiting -For an 
enough size o-F data be-Fore carrying out reai analyses) 

F - Selection o-F samples o-F cases veri-Fying given 

character isti cs (as you ask -For i-F it is consistent 

with thè coded data !) 

G — - ----- and i-F you have other ideas, wishes or needs --- 
say it ! 


COMPUTER UFO NEUISLETTER 2 , 


34 






FALSECAT 


Final Report 


by Willy Smith, UNICAT director 


(A) ANALYSIS 

As indicated by its name, thè main purpose in developing 
FALSECAT was to establish a catalog of cases known to be 100% 
IFOs to be used for statistica! comparisons with UNICAT, a data 
base of high-quality UFO incidents. 

All UNICAT collaborators and associates were asked to 
partecipate, but unfortunately not all our friends found thè time 
to meet thè deadline. At any rate, we received answers from 34 
persons and collected imaginary cases from 27 countries, 
distributed as follows; 


2 3 = 6 I 
40.0 •% 
2 6.0 % 
10.4 % 


North America (US + CN) 
South America 
Europe (F + P + e + GB) 
Other 


The high percentage for South America is due to thè fact 
that also many USA correspondents submitted imaginary cases from 
that part of thè world. 

Other distributions of thè collected cases are; 


(1) types 


Type 


FALSECAT 


UNICAT 


CE 1 
CE 2 
CE 3 
CE 4 
DD 


31.7 % 

18.7 % 
14.6 % 

6.5 % 

8.5 % 
18.3 % 

1.6 % 


24.2 % 

22.5 % 
13.0 % 

2.3 % 

15.5 % 
17.0 % 

5.3 % 


NL 

RV 


(2) Number of witn.esses 


FALSECAT 


UNICAT 


single 31.0 % 
multiple 69.0 % 


26.0 % 
74.0 % 
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(3) Time of day 


When we 
time when thè 
find thè class 
The add 
distribution, 
maxima. Worse 
MAYBECAT, whi 
curve was obta 
imaginary cas 
around thè do 
This di 
distribution 
behaviour, wi 
peak at 3 a.m. 


first ran 
number of 
ical peaks at 11 p.m 
ition of 200 more 
except by filling 
, when running a 


a time-of-day distribution for UNICAT (at 
cases was only 400) we were surprised to 
and 3 a.m. 
cases did 
thè valleys 
time-of-day 


not change 
and rounding 
dist r ibution 
thè same type 


thè 

thè 

for 

of 


eh contains both UFOs and IFOs, 
ined. We then reasoned that if a catalog of purely 
es could be developed, thè distribution of cases 
ck would be uniform. 

dn’t turn out to be thè case and ALL time 
curves (including FALSECAT) bave thè same generai 
th maxima at about 10-11 p.m. and a well-defined 


(4) Day of thè week 


Most 

on very po 
different 
manifestat 
with thè s 
contrary, 
expect thè 
This 

UNICAT, b 
same unifo 
chi-square 


of thè published day-o 
r catalogs and thè res 
days. There is no rea 
ions of an unknown na 
ame probability on any 
UFOs are thè product 
ir activities to confo 
expected uniform di 
ut not for other catal 
rm distribution has be 
of 5.199 . 


f-the wek studies bave been based 
ults varied, indicating maxima at 
son for this, because if UFOs are 
turai phenomenon they will occur 
day of thè week; or if, on thè 
of an intelligence, we wouldn’t 
rm to our calendar. 
stribution has been found for 
ogs of supposedly good cases. The 
en determined for FALSECAT with a 


(5) Duration 


Following thè same procedure as with UNICAT, we calculated 
thè number of cases with duration "less” than given values and 
plotted thè corresponding frequencies (notice: cumulative 
frequencies) vs. durations. When compared with thè similar UNICAT 
curve, both graphically and statistica1ly, thè distributions are 
thè same with a chi-square of 7.1 (15 degrees of freedom). 


(B) CONCLUSION 


The catalog of imaginary cases does not differ statistica1ly 
from UNICAT, even if its content is slightly different and thè 
three classical variables (time of day, day of thè week and 
duration) yield similar, if not thè same, distribution curves. 

This was an unexpected result and makes thè whole FALSECAT 
effort a waste of time. The question is now: why is this so ? I 
think thè key is in thè fact that thè majority of thè 
participiants were we11-seasoned ufologists or people well 
informed on thè UFO phenomenon and thus were guided by their 
detailed knowledge of thè subject when preparing thè imaginary 
cases. There are many more materials, graphs, etc ...; if anyone 
wants further information all he has to do is ask. Also, comments 
and suggestions are most welcome. 
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A NEW DATABASE FOR MS-DOS MACHINES 


by Xavier Burot 


In France there is a new group naiTied C.I.R.U. (Club Informa- 
tique de Recherche Ufologique) devoted to thè application of 
personal computers in ufology. 

,Its main objective is thè establishment of a network linking 
all French investigators each other, as well as thè creation of 
a database filing all known sightings. Such a database should be 
thè centrai unit of thè network, where people wiìl be able to 

connect simply using a PC and a modem (just near thè same of UFO 

B. B.S. in Italy ! - Ed.)'- they will be able to receive any data 

about thè stored sightings, sending new case reports to thè 

centrai database as well. Anyway, thè first reai product of 

C. I.R.U. was a special software to help investigators. 

The program "UFO 1” has been written to supply a tool in thè 
production of UFO reports, giving to thè investigator a 
questionnairie and a catalogne where there are all previous 
reports. 

Its main feature is thè full software compatibi1ity on 
different kinds of microcomputers, so that an exchange of 
Information will be very easy by using a common RS 232 port. 
More, thè final aim of this program is thè establishment of a UFO 
data bank on a network such as Minitei or others: it will be 
always possible to access thè system, but there will be some 
"protections" against thè intrusions of unauthorized people. 

To run thè program thè following hardware is necessary: 

- PC IBM XT, AT or compatible - CGA graphic card 

- 128 Kbytes RAM - Microsoft BASIC 2.x 

- 1 floppy drive 

It is made by seven different subprograms, to be selected by 
a main menu offering thè following options: 

* Creation of a new file card 

* View and correction of a file card 

* List of thè whole file 

* Print of a file card 

* Print of thè whole filè 

* Deletion of a file card 

* End of program 

(1 ) Creation of a new file card - 

Every card has a special code number where one can read thè 
reference number, thè investigator code and thè year when it was 
inserted. Such a code is important to find quickly thè case 


0 
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report inside own file. There are tour characters (0000-9999) for 
thè reference number, while thè investigator code is made by a 
letter and three numerical digits (for example: AOOO). The letter 
has been used to identify thè geographical area where thè 
investigator lives and carry out his enquiries. 

Afterwards, thè programs prompts for information about thè 
witnesses (the.se data can be bypassed) and many others, such as 
date, hour, location, weather conditions, descriptions about thè 
phenomenon and eventual entities. After thè last field, thè 
record is stored inside thè whole catalogne and written on thè 
floppy disk: automatica!ly, thè program goes back to thè main 
menu. 

(2) View and correction of a file card - 


You can see a given record entering its code number or 
listing thè whole file by pressing thè ”?" key. At this poin.t, 
you can choice thè case you are interested in simply by moving 
thè up and down arrows and pressing "Return” to select. During 
thè view, you can change screen page by thè ”Pg Up” and ”Pg Dn” 
keys, while pressing ”F3” you can modify thè data inside thè 
current screen. Note that thè first page, displaying thè case 
report code number, doesn’t allow any change. If something has 
been modified, a prompt will invite you in saving thè record. 

(3) List of thè whole catalogne - 

You have to press thè usuai ”Pg up” and ”Pg Dn” keys to go 
from a page to another. 

(4) Print of thè file card - 

The print takes place on two sheets, where you can find all 
information entered in thè record. 

(5) Print of thè whole catalogue - 

The catalogue can be printed on several sheets with 45 lines 
each. At thè bottom, there is thè date and thè page number. 

(6 ) Deletion of a file card - 

Deleting a record is an irreversible operation made directly 
on thè floppy disk, so that data of that file card are completely 
lost. 

(7) End of program - 

A prompt appears on thè screen to ask for a confirmation of 
your choice. 

« 

The program is being translated to be run on Apple Ile 
computers, while a third version for Amstrad 664 and 6128 should 
be developed in thè near future. 


(translated and adapted by K.Verga) 
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DEGASSINE : CHECKPOINT 7 


CDNSTRUCTION OF THE INFORMATION INDEX 


by Denys Breysse 


(-1-) INDEXES. 

Our aim is to explain thè meaning and use-Fulness o-F such an 
index, developing thè -Following method to evaluate ite own value- 

Examining thè literature, one can see how all coding eystems 
have one or, generaily, many indexee able to give a value to thè coded 
caees- We mention only a -Few o-F them: 

— index o-F informati^gn by C-Poher (every coded in-Formation 
has thè same "weight" in thè index calcuiation)- 

— index o-F reliability -For thè S-O-B-E-P-S- OVN^LOG eystem, 
established on thè ground o-F -Four parameters: number, age and 
job o-F witnesses, as wel 1 as thè conditions when and where 
thè sighting took place- 

— index o-F re^i^abi^l^i^ty by T-M- Olsen ("The re-Ference -For 
outstanding UFO sighting reports", 1966) where there are 
three di-F-Ferent possi bi 1 i t i es: 

I probabilità/ percentage that thè witness repor^ts 
corretly his own experience 

II probability percentage that thè investigation 
re-Fers to an experience without any explanation 
as well—known phenomena 

III probability percentage that third—party sources 
report correctly thè case 

— index o-F strangeness by W-Smyth (UNICAT) established on 
thè ground o-F thè presence or absence o-F some previously 
-Fixed moti-Fs inside thè case. 

There are other kinds o-F indexes: most have been developed 
arbitrarily, some others have been kept "secret" (UFO mysteries ! —Ed)- 

(-2-) AIMS 

UJhat do we want in looking -For a given index -For each case 
and what does such a value have to mean 7 

Let's suppose there is a reai UFO/IFO discernabi1ity- It, 
tor ex ampi e, we cut out our 2000 cases -File in ten boxes o-F 200 
entries each according to their "probability o-F solidity", we can 
carry out some precise statistica! studies about thè average 
variations o-F all parameters in relation to those "boxes". By this 
way, we could veri-Fy thè starting hypothesis. If no di scer nab i 1 i ty 
woLild be -Found, we should re-Fuse that hypothesis. 

We are looking -For a means able to test thè raw material 
(all thè cases) in -Function o-F their intrinsic value. Many di-F-Ferent 
terms have been employed: "probability o-F solidity", in-Formation 
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index, intrine-ic vaine, ..... All of them work in thè eame direction 
(jne-t like reli ahi lity or strangeness) : i-F we had a email eample of 

caeee- with a very high index ("very reliable and etrange caeee" for 

Lieing thè worde of thè late Hynek or ”hard" caeee, following thè 

criteria of thè French reeearcher Michel Figuet), thè reality of a 
truly Linexplained UFO phenomenon would be more accepted by more 
people- 

By thie brief paper v-ge don^t want to propoee a eelection 
tool for all thè caeee: we want to give to each of them a vaine 
indicating ite eolidity. 

(-3-) ABOUT THE QUANTITY OF USEFUL INFORMATION 

According to ne, thè more proper definition ie "index of 
Lieefnl i nf ormat ion " - For "ueefnl Information" we mean data able to 
1ead ne to thè Identification or to thè refueal of eome explanatory 
hypotheeee- Mere ie a fictional example: 

a witneee reporte a cigar—ehaped UFO, with bright portholee, that 

eeeme to go towarde thè horizon quickly, 500 metere far and 

practically at ground level- Thanke to thè inveetigation, we know 
abont thè preeence of a little ueed railway and of a train with an 
exceptional load paeeing juet during thè eighting. Identification ie 
practically eure. Multiple parametere allowe to explain thè caee: 
knowledge of thè witneee and hie place of obeervation, hour, object’e 
ehape, direction, appearance and "flying" path. All of theee clemente 
are clemente of yseful^_i^nformati^gn- 

□ne hae to coneider aleo thè poeeibility that thè 

Identification wae achieved thanke to thè reporting of wrong 
parametere (dietance, epeed, apparent eize, coloure, etc.----) or, 
even better, that thè explanation wae impoeeible juet due to thoee 
wrong data- 

in a firet etage it ie important to give to each coding 

parameter an alleged vaine about thè ueefnl Information it euppliee 

for thè confirmation or refueal of thè varioue explanatory hypotheeee- 


(-4-) 


INDEX CONSTRUCTION 


There are three poeeible methode: 


in—depth etudy of UFO Zi IFO i nveet i gat i on reporte in order to 
find thè frequency by which a parameter allowe ne to deduce a 


eeneible Identification or to give thè "unexplai ned” label to a 
caee- It eeeme a really good eolution, but there ie a doublé 
difficulty: firet of all it neede an enormoue inveetement of time 
and meane (it ie a reai reeearch project by iteelf !), then one 

of 
of 


hae to coneider that our evaluation ie developed on thè ground 


a groLip of parametere and they make difficult thè calculation 
thè "weight" of a eingle parameter. 
comparieon between UFO and IFO char actor i et i c.s 
and othere, for example) in order to fi 
parametere. Anyway, thè avai labi e etudiee 
incomplete and thè etatietical information ar 


(GEPAN, Del avai 
thè important 
generaily very 
enouqh- 
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are 
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a mix ture o-F thè previ ous two frietihods, that 
literature and some statistica! resuits- toc; 


s know'ledoe 




"ser 


wx 


4-b 


personal intuition to achieve interesting resuits without 
investment in time. 


q-F ufo 

bit C*-f 

a huce 


SCALE OF VALUES 

There are some -Fundamental criteria to -Follow: 


t i-F basic parameter 
date or thè witness’ 
bave a minimum vaine 
t thè calculation o-F 
t values aren’t much 
coherence as regards 
t thè scale bave to 
thè ground o-F possiti 
special research work 


such as thè 
index will 


B (see "Becassine Checkpoint 1") 
name are unknown thè resulting 
(zero, -For example) 
thè scale bave to be simple 

importante but thè scale must bave an inside 
thè relative "weights" o-F thè parameters 
be changed automatical 1 y (in thè -Future) 
e improvements, such as thè developments 
s about thè previously mentioned topics 


on 

o-F 


For each parameter we’ll do thè -Following steps: 

— giving -From O to 8 points on thè ground o-F its own capacity in 
helping or re-Fusing thè explanation o-F thè related case (supposing 
that thè parameter is known exactly) . One will give -From O to 4 points 
-For attempts o-F explanation in physical terms (meteorologi cal 
phenomenon, weather balloons, metallic -Flying disc -From outer space, 
etc--) and -From O to 4 points -For attempts o-F explanation in 
psycho-sociologi cal terms CHPSl (hai1ucination, rumour, misperception, 
etc 

— adding -From O to 4 points on thè ground o-F thè -Frequence CFrel by 
which a parameter is present in thè casuistry- A rare e-F-Fect 
(supposing it has been correctly reported) is more use-Ful than a well — 
known parameter, present in ali or near thè cases (such as thè place 
where thè sighting took place). So we will give thè -Following points: 
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subtracting -From O to 3 points on thè ground o-F probability o-F error 
febout thè vaine given to thè parameter (you can -Find again an Olsen 
criterion). The place where thè sighting takes place is thè most 

correctly reported in-Formation CRagl by thè witness, thè investigator 
and thè mass media, but thè evaluation o-F quantitative parameters 
(duration, distance, etc....) is always subjected to some distortion. At 
thè same time, it is very di-F-Ficult being able to put in sure 

correlation some e-Ffects (animai disturbance, redness on witness'' skin, 
etc....) to thè reported phenomenon. 

- subtracting -From O to 3 points on thè ground o-F thè bias on thè 

CQding. This is thè de-Fect o-F all coding systems: they degrado thè 

i n-f or mat i on more or lèss heavily, -For example due to thè imprecision or 
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thè short size of some -Fields, Such a correction CCodl takes our 
experience in coding Becassine cases into consi deration (field with a 3- ^ 
points vai Lie would be just those untouched by a re-form o-f thè coding 
process)- 


(-5-1 CONCLUDING 


Shortly thè "v’^eight" is much mor e important than kncwing thè 
given parameter is considered correct^ rare and not much subjected to 
er rors- 


We know that our task is reali'/ 


very di-f-ficult: 


thè resLilting 


index Cable to be enough representative and objective) must be subjected 
to a concrete experience- The values given to thè cases wi11 be thè 
resLilt o-f tens o-f pages of correspondence and many hours of debate. 


thoLigh . it is near impossible 


justifv a 3 value rather than a 2 


been obtaii 
thè overall 


Even 


what is important is to know that thè inside coherence has 
notvMi thstandi ng some imprecisione in details and that 
resLilts aren^t affected si gni f i canti y by them. 

Just to end this brief paper, bere is a 1 i st of thè parameters 


groLips involved in thè 
foliowing per cent ages: 


calcLilation of our index, accordi ng to t 


w 


— Temporal parameters 19 X 

— Spatial parameters 14 7. 

— Witness 17 TL 

— UFO 22 7- 

— Entities 16 7 

— Interference witness/entities 3 7 

— Effects 9 7 


Denys Breysse, September 1987 

Becassine’s "Checkpoint number 6" (August 1987) won’t 
published on thè pages of THE COMPUTER UFO NEWSLETTER, as it 
essentially a collection of statistica! tables. The complete paper could 
be requested di rectiy to thè author (Denys Breysse, 9 av- St- Exupery, 
92160 Antony, France) , enclosing two International reply coupons at 
least. In 22 pages of tables, there are thè preliminary results of 
statistica! anal yses carri ed out on a sample of 978 dose encounters 
thè third kind cases. Such reports come from France, U.S.A-, Italy and 
Argentine, but other 800 entries bave to be inserted in thè database to 
make thè work complete. On thè next issue, of this Newsletter there wi11 
be a long Breysse’s article about a complete review of his own work and 
related aims- 


HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR READERS ! 
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